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Ministry of Prayer
Your prayers serve as the 

backbone of this ministry. Many 
have shared how you regularly 
pray for the Lord’s work through 
this local church and we are 
thankful for your ministry of 
intercession. 

While we enjoy many bless-
ings from the Lord, we must not 
forget that we are in a battle. The 
call to duty has been sent out and 
reinforcements are needed on the 
front line.

If you have retired from active 
prayer duty, we urge you to reen-
list. Put on your spiritual armor 
and report to the all-mighty, all-
powerful God. Prayer warriors are 
needed to lift up the ministry, pas-
tors, staff, Sunday school teachers, 
Awana leaders, the brethren, etc.

As God’s soldiers, each of us 
must dedicate ourselves to cease-
less intercession. The Holy Spirit 
will remind us of prayer items and 
guide us as we commune with the 
Father.

Prayer is hindered when we 
haven’t been faithful, but God is 
quick to forgive His children, and 
when we come to Him with a pen-

itent heart, intimacy is restored.
May our heavenly Father guide 

each of us in our commitment 
to pray without ceasing. Surely 
we will be amazed at the peace 
we experience, and humbled to 
see God’s hand at work, in and 
through us.

He’s Got the 
Whole World in 
His Hands

God’s plans for this world are 
moving along according to His di-
vine purposes, and no unrighteous 
ruler can thwart Him.

When news threatens to dis-
lodge our peace or cause despair, 
we must remember who holds the 
nations in His hand. 

Rejoice always; pray without 
ceasing; in everything give thanks; 
for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus” (1 Thes.5:16–18).
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The Transformed Life
by Gil Rugh

Paul wrote of the importance 
of a transformed life: “For the love 
of Christ controls us, having con-
cluded this, that one died for all, 
therefore all died; and He died for 
all, that they who live should no 
longer live for themselves, but for 
Him who died and rose again on 
their behalf” ( 2 Cor. 5:14,15).

Paul continued on the same 
subject: “Therefore if any man is 
in Christ, he is a new creature; the 
old things passed away; behold, 
new things have come” (v. 17).

Along with the new life comes 
a new responsibility: “Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were entreating through 
us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God” (v. 20).

Why did Jesus Christ undergo 
such humiliation and suffer a 

horrible death on the cross? The 
answer is plainly revealed: “He 
made Him who knew no sin to be 
sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God 
in Him” (v. 21).

Jesus was not looking out for 
His own interests, but rather for 
our interests. He knew that we 
needed redemption, and He sacri-
ficed Himself so that we could be 
freed from the penalty of sin.

We who have believed in 
Christ should live lives that are 
profoundly different from the 
pattern of the world around them. 
Christ saved us so that we would 
no longer live for ourselves. Let us 
follow Christ’s example of humil-
ity and service and endeavor to be 
effective ambassadors for Christ in 
this fallen world.
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Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children stud-
ied Luke 18:1–8 and learned about 
the unrighteous judge.
Children’s Church. The chil-
dren studied 1 Samuel 18, 19 and 
learned about God’s sovereignty 
over friendships The lesson goal is 
for students to obey the Lord in all 
the relationships He gives them.

Information
Parking Lot Security. Two men 
are needed to help with security in 
the parking lot. Contact Jon Duval 
or Kevin Wheat to help.
Learning New Songs. Would you 
like to learn the upcoming songs 
we sing each Sunday during the 
week? Visit our church Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Indian-
HillsCommunityChurch) and see 
the corresponding post or write 
these links down and visit these 
pages each week. On each page, 
click on the “Youtube” button to 
hear the song.
Sunday Morning Services Page:  
tiny.cc/sundayam
Sunday Evening Services Page:  
tiny.cc/sundaypm
“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing 
to the Lord, all the earth” (Ps 96:1).
December Fun Money. If you 
shop at Earl May Nursery or Gar-
den Center and receive December 
Fun Money, please don’t throw it 
away. Our garden ladies have a 

list of off-season chemicals they 
would like to purchase and the 
December Fun Money allows them 
to buy items at half price. You can 
give the Fun Money to Roxanne or 
Jeanne or put it in the gardening 
slot in the mail room.
Titus Tuesday Ladies. Please join 
us on Tuesday, December 1, at 
9:30 a.m. as Lois Morten teaches 
the Bible study, “Pursue Peace 
With All.” The second hour class 
is “Bow Tying,” taught by Laurie 
Cornelius. Chris Thomas will lead 
the second hour discussion. Child 
care provided.
Wednesday Night programs and 
classes meet this week.
JHAM Ski Trip will be Saturday, 
January 23. More details will be 
mailed to students in December. 
Save the date!
Several workers are needed to 
care for children in the beginning 
walker’s room during the second 
hour on Sunday mornings. Please 
contact Jennifer Lenzen at 402-
435-0877 if you are interested in 
serving in this way.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for all hos-
pitalizations and births.
Girls’ Choir (fourth–twelfth 
grade) meets every Wednesday 
from 5-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Issues In Our Contemporary 
World meets Wednesday, Decem-
ber 2  in room 1414 from 7–8 p.m.



Heartbeat • 7

Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Forgotten Clothing. Coats, jean 
jackets, hats, gloves and more are 
waiting to be picked up by their 
owners. Stop by the south lobby 
and check the coat racks on the far 
end for your personal belongings.
Sonshine Kids (4s & Ks) meet 
every Sunday evening at 6:30 in 
the Sonshine Kids’ room.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Matt Sherman 
at 402-465-8030.
Parents. We have been practicing 
fire/tornado and lock-down drills 
in the children’s classes. We are 
thinking about safety for all ages 
and working hard to be prepared if 
an emergency should arise.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for either Pastor Duane Nelsen or 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson for wed-
ding and funeral arrangements.
Weather Alert. If you are wonder-
ing if the church will be open or 
closed due to the weather, check 
www.ihcc.org.

Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh. Chairman
Jeff Horn
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff
Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Donald Goertzen
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Duane Nelsen
Aaron Nicholson

Support Staff
Kathleen Anderson
Twila Beck
Phil Boehr 
Gale Engle
Jon Sauer
John Scholle
Kevin Wheat

Deacons
Jim Aust ........................... Children’s Church
Adam Flaugh ............................... Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding ................. Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford ................................. Junior High
Jim Krieger ..................................... Wee Care
Curt Kuster ............................... Communion
Nick McElvain .......................... High School
Tom Price...............................Nursing Home
Todd Smith ............................ Sunday School

Part-Time Staff
Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Rick Gloe
Carroll Lavalleur
Nathan Marra
Ed McClure
Dale McDaniel
Michal McGrew
Charles Muir
Kara Papke
Carsten Scholle
Zach Wheat
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Girls of Grace, Boys of Faith 6 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

Monday
Sisters

Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:30 a.m.

Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5–6:15 p.m.
Orchestra 6–7:30 p.m.

Awana 6:45 p.m.
Junior High 6:45 p.m.

Choir 7–8:30 p.m.
Issues . . . World 7 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7–9 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7-8 p.m.

Future Events
December 13

Adult Christmas Concert

December 15
Church Closes at 3 p.m.

December 20
Children’s Christmas Concert

December 24
Christmas Eve Service 

Communion

December 25
Christmas Day 
Church Closed

December 26
Church Closed

December 27
Church Closes at Noon

No Sunday Night Church

December 31
Church Closes at 3 p.m.

January 1
New Year’s Day
Church Closed

January 3
Church Closes at Noon

No Sunday Night Church

January 16
Boys of Faith Riflery Clinic

January 29–30
Boys of Faith Lock-in

January 23
JHAM Ski Trip

February 19–20
Men’s Retreat

February 26–27
Ladies’ Retreat

March 19
Boys of Faith Pinewood Derby

June 13–18
Senior High Camp

July 11–15
Vacation Bible School

August 10–13
Junior High Camp


